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The History of Christianity in Nigeria: 
A Bibliography of Secondary Literature* 
 
By D. Dmitri Hurlbut 
 
Introduction 
As long as scholars have been writing about the history of Nigeria, they have been writing about 
Christianity. After more than sixty years, however, it is time to take stock of this vast body of 
literature, and get a sense of where we have been and where we are going. It is my hope that the 
compilation of this relatively comprehensive bibliography, and a brief discussion of some of the 
gaps that need to be filled in the literature, will inspire scholars to take their historical research in 
exciting and novel directions. 
Based on a reading of this bibliography, I would like to suggest that future research into 
the history of Christianity in Nigeria should be directed in three broad directions. First, historians 
need to focus more research on the development of mainline mission churches following 
independence, because the historiography remains skewed in favor of independent churches. 
While the contribution of mission churches to the development of education, medicine, and 
language standardization in Nigeria has certainly received its fair share of attention, historians 
have neglected this research topic since nationalist scholars criticized them for not writing about 
the creative activities of African Christians in the late nineteen-sixties.1 Little information is 
known about Catholicism or the various Protestant denominations in Nigeria following the 
Second World War even though the majority of Nigerian Christians remain Catholic and 
Protestant.2 While this historiographical gap can partially be attributed to the lack of sources 
following the destruction of archival materials during the Nigerian Civil War, it is perhaps 
                                                
* I would like to express my gratitude to Dana Bronson, Michael DiBlasi, Victor Manfredi, and Dylan Proctor 
for their thoughtful comments during the preparation of this working paper.  
1 See, for instance, J.F.A. Ajayi and E.A. Ayandele, “Writing African Church History,” in P. Beyerhaus and 
C.F. Hallencreutz, eds., The Church Crossing Frontiers (Uppsala: Gleerup, 1969), 90–108. See also Adrian 
Hastings, “African Christian Studies, 1967–1999: Reflections of an Editor,” Journal of Religion in Africa 30, 1 
(2000), 31. 
2 An obvious exception is the small but growing body of literature that examines the relationship between 
mainline churches, especially the Catholic Church, and the Nigerian Civil War. To a certain extent, another 
exception is the literature on the history of Catholicism in Igboland. In the 1980s, the late Ogbu U. Kalu supervised 
many students at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, who made great strides in writing the history of Catholicism, 
but the majority of these theses and dissertations remain unpublished and thus inaccessible to most researchers. 
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mainly the result of scholars’ fascination with the growing prominence of Pentecostal and 
charismatic churches throughout Nigeria.3  
Second, historians should make an effort to explore the contributions of more recent 
additions to the Nigerian religious landscape beyond the Pentecostal and charismatic churches. 
Since independence, for instance, many American churches including the Seventh-day 
Adventists, the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Mennonites, and the Latter-day Saints, have established 
a presence throughout the country. Historians have yet to explore fully these archives. Although 
the remote location of these materials might limit the ability of many researchers to access them, 
their histories can help shed light on the changes that have occurred in the Nigerian religious 
landscape since colonialism came to an end.4 These archives will further add to Nigeria’s 
postcolonial history more generally, given the absence of historical materials for the years after 
independence in the Nigerian National Archives.5 New additions to the Nigerian religious 
landscape that are worthy of investigation, might also include the rise of Christian non-
                                                
3 References to the destruction of religious documents are peppered throughout the secondary literature. See, 
for instance, G.B. Alegbeleye, “Archival Odyssey: A Study of the Problems of the Research in Using the Methodist 
Records of Nigeria,” History in Africa 14 (1987), 376, 379; Richard Burgess, Nigeria’s Christian Revolution: The 
Civil War Revival and Its Pentecostal Progeny (1967–2006) (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2008), 79; Felix K. 
Ekechi, Pioneer, Patriot, and Nigerian Nationalist: A Biography of the Reverend M.D. Opara, 1915–1965 (Durham, 
NC: Carolina Academic Press, 2010), xvii; G.O.M. Taise, Christian Missionary Enterprise in the Niger Delta, 
1864–1918 (Leiden: Brill, 1978), 269; William H. Taylor, Mission to Educate: A History of the Educational Work of 
the Scottish Presbyterian Mission in East Nigeria, 1846–1960 (Leiden: Brill, 1996), 249; Robert Bruce Yoder, 
“Mennonite Missionaries and African Independent Churches: The Development of an Anabaptist Missiology in 
West Africa: 1958–1967” (Ph.D. thesis, Boston University, 2016), 8. 
4 The LDS Church History Library, for instance, is located in Salt Lake City, Utah, while the archives of the 
Mennonite Church USA are located in Goshen, Indiana. David Maxwell has made a similar observation about the 
archives of the American Assemblies of God, which are located in Springfield, Missouri (“Writing the History of 
African Christianity: Reflections of an Editor,” Journal of Religion in Africa 36, 3/4 [2006], 386; “New Perspectives 
on the History of African Christianity,” Journal of Southern African Studies 23, 1 [1997], 147). The exception to 
this rule is the Sudan Interior Mission, whose archives, which are located in Fort Mill, South Carolina, Shobana 
Shankar used to write her 2014 monograph, Who Shall Enter Paradise? Christian Origins in Muslim Northern 
Nigeria, c. 1890–1975 (Athens: Ohio University Press, 2014). See also Barbara Cooper, Evangelical Christians in 
the Muslim Sahel (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2006). 
5 For a summary of the holdings of the Nigerian National Archives at Enugu, Ibadan, and Kaduna, see Simon 
Heap, “The Nigerian National Archives, Enugu: An Introduction for Users and Summary of Holdings,” History in 
Africa 21 (1994), 435–40; Simon Heap, “The Nigerian National Archives, Ibadan: An Introduction for Users and a 
Summary of Holdings,” History in Africa 18 (1991), 159–72; Simon Heap, “The Nigerian National Archives, 
Kaduna: An Introduction for Users and a Summary of Holdings,” History in Africa 20 (1993), 395–407.  
On the challenges of writing postcolonial African history, see Jean Allman, “Phantoms of the Archives: 
Kwame Nkrumah, a Nazi Pilot Named Hanna, and the Contingencies of Postcolonial History-Writing,” American 
Historical Review 118, 1 (2013), 104–29. History in Africa 42 (2015) also contains a collection of thoughtful essays 
by Luise White, Florence Bernault, Gregory Mann, Moses Ochonu, and John Straussberger on the topic of “Writing 
the History of Africa after 1960.” 
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governmental organizations. While their presence has been felt throughout the continent, their 
contribution to the economic development and spiritual life of Nigeria remains unexplored.6  
Third, historians ought to do more work on women’s religious orders. Although many 
scholars have demonstrated the central importance of women to both the spread and maintenance 
of global Christianity in the twentieth century, the literature on Christianity in Nigeria does not 
reflect this important reality.7 Over the past few decades, for instance, many women have chosen 
to become nuns, and historian Elizabeth Isichei has even claimed that “African nuns outnumber 
African priests.”8 Their presence will be felt by anyone who visits Nigeria today. Nevertheless, 
the history of Nigerian sisterhoods remains unwritten. Future research should explore the reasons 
why Nigerian women chose to become nuns, the functions that these religious orders perform in 
Nigerian society, and the extent to which they serve either as an oppressive or a liberating force 
for women throughout the country.  
Finally, I would like to discuss briefly the boundaries imposed on this bibliography. The 
bulk of this list consists of literature on Christianity in Nigeria from the sixteenth to the late-
twentieth century. Readers will also notice the inclusion of some contemporary anthropological 
research as well. While I have chosen to exclude many works that deal with theological 
questions or contemporary policy issues, I have chosen to include many works on the history of 
Sierra Leone and Liberia given their connections to the development of Christianity in Nigeria at 
various times in their shared history. It is also worth pointing out that the literature in this 
bibliography is of uneven quality, but as the late linguist Bernhard Struck astutely observed at 
the beginning of the twentieth century, “in a bibliography no judgement of values is to be made” 
because “even a bad piece of work may be of use.”9 The ultimate goal of this bibliography is to 
provide a resource for future scholars to mine for materials as they take the plunge into Nigeria’s 
fascinating religious history. 
 
  
                                                
6 See, for instance, Erica Bornstein, “The Verge of Good and Evil: Christian NGOs and Economic 
Development in Zimbabwe” PoLAR 24, 1 (2001), 59–77; Erica Bornstein, “Developing Faith: Theologies of 
Economic Development in Zimbabwe,” Journal of Religion in Africa 32, 1 (2002), 4–31; Erica Bornstein, “Rituals 
without Final Acts: Prayer and Success in World Vision Zimbabwe’s Humanitarian Work,” in Matthew Engelke and 
Matt Tomlinson, eds., The Limits of Meaning: Case Studies in the Anthropology of Christianity (New York: 
Berghahn Books, 2006), 85–103; Julie Hearn, “The ‘Invisible’ NGO: US Evangelical Missions in Kenya,” Journal 
of Religion in Africa 32, 1 (2002), 32–60.  
7 Elizabeth Isichei, A History of Christianity in Africa: From Antiquity to Present (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1995), 79, 240, 243, 333; Dana L. Robert, “World Christianity as a Women’s Movement,” International 
Bulletin of Missionary Research 30, 4 (2006), 180–88; Bengt Sundkler and Christopher Steed, A History of the 
Church in Africa (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), 85, 1039. 
8 Isichei, A History of Christianity in Africa, 333. 
9 Bernhard Struck, “A Linguistic Bibliography of Northern Nigeria: Including Hausa and Fula, with Notes on 
the Yoruba Dialects,” Journal of the Royal African Society 11, 41 (1911), 58. See also P.E.H. Hair, The Early Study 
of Nigerian Languages: Essays and Bibliographies (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1967), v. 
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